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the loyalty of his Finnish subjects, and he had complete
confidence in them.
When General Kuropatkin became Minister of War, he
raised the question of Russifying Finland. He wished to
distinguish himself. As long as Count Heyden, the Finnish
Governor-General, was alive he held Kuropatkin's zeal in
check. But soon the count died, and General Bobrikov was
appointed to succeed him. When I congratulated him upon
his nomination, he remarked that his mission in Finland was
analogous to that of Count Muraviov in Poland. The com-
parison was rather unexpected, and I could not refrain from
observing that while Count Muraviov had been appointed
to suppress a rebellion, he was apparently commissioned to
create one. . . . That was our last friendly conversa-
tion. . . .
Soon afterwards Kuropatkin hatched a project of a mili-
tary reform in Finland. Simultaneously an Imperial mani-
festo was issued decreeing that all the legislative matters
affecting the interests of the Empire should be passed upon
by the Imperial Council. This was a violation of the Fin-
nish constitution granted by His Majesty's predecessors and
confirmed by himself. Kuropatkin laid his project before
the Council, in the hope that this body would pass it, in
spite of the opposition of the Finnish Diet. I vigorously
opposed the reform as the Minister of War conceived it,
and I drafted what I considered to be an acceptable version
of the project. I had behind me the majority of the Im-
perial Council and also the public opinion of Finland.
Nevertheless, the Emperor sanctioned Kuropatkin's project,
which was naturally supported by Bobrikov and Plehve.
In the meantime, the Russification of Finland was being
carried into effect The Russian authorities took a number
of measures, which from the Finnish standpoint were clearly
and aggressively illegal The Russian language was forced
upon the Finnish schools, the country was flooded with Rus-